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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration of the above application In view of the below^ remarks is 
requested. 

In the Office Action, the Patent Office rejected claims 1 to 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by Nagahara et al. (JP 2000-181069). This 
rejection is traversed. 

Applicants point out that the Nagahara et al. document is the same document to 
which the present application, as well as the parent US patent application, Serial No. 
09/806,852, claimed foreign priority, through a PCT International Application. 
PCT/JP99/06498. See applicants' Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent 
/Application filed in the instant application. Applicants note that the parent US patent 
application was a National Stage patent application Irom the PCT international 
Application and was Incorporated by reference Into the present application. 
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Given the above, applicants are of the opinion that the rejection is not proper and 
should be witlidrawn. 

Applicants submit that the concerns of the Patent Office have been addressed. 
Withdrawal of the rejections and issuance of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully 
solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Alan P. Kass 
(Reg. No. 32142) 
70 Meister Avenue 
Somerville, New Jersey 08876 
Telephone: (908) SQ^^asgO 
Telefiax: (908)429-3650 

Customer No. 26,289 



9 

PA6E9/9'RCVDAT2fSI2005 2:56:06 PM[Eastem Standard Tlmel'M^^ 



